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WRITTEN STATEMENT OF A NON-KEY DECISION 

CABINET 

 

ITEM: WEST MIDLANDS RAIL 

Members Present Councillors: AW Johnson (Leader), H Bramer, J Lester, 
PM Morgan (Deputy Leader), GJ Powell, PD Price, P Rone.   

Date of Decision: 3 December 2015 

Exempt: No 

Confidential No 

Urgency/Special Urgency: 

(As defined in Constitution) 

No 

Purpose: To agree arrangements for participation in the West Midlands 
Rail Partnership in preparation for potential devolution of the 
West Midlands rail franchise currently operated by London 
Midland and managed centrally by the Department for 
Transport. 

Decision: THAT:  

(a) the council becomes a member of the West Midlands 
Rail Limited Company, subject to legal agreements 
being satisfactorily finalised;  

 

(b) authority is delegated to the director of economy, 
communities and corporate to complete these 
agreements; 

 

(c) Subject to recommendations A and B, the leader be 
appointed as a director of the company and the 
cabinet member transport and roads be appointed 
as substitute who will be authorised to make 
decisions in this capacity relating to the strategic 
direction of the WMRL; 

 

(d) 

 

 

Subject to recommendations A and B, funding of 
£13,200 in 2016/17 and £7,464 in 2017/18 be approved 
as the council’s contribution towards the costs of 
administering the partnership and developing the 
case for full devolution of the rail franchise. 

 

Reasons for the Decision: To ensure that the council can play an active role in the 
developing proposals for rail franchise devolution for the West 
Midlands rail service.   

Options Considered: Not to join the WMR Ltd. Centro, which has been leading on the 
franchise devolution proposals has been requested by the 
Department of Transport to set out its proposed governance 
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arrangements and needs to clarify the views of all the 
constituent local transport authorities covered by the current 
West Midlands rail franchise by 4 December 2015. This is not 
recommended as it would reduce the council’s influence over 
the refranchising process and any subsequent devolved powers 
to manage the franchise locally. 

Join the partnership at a later stage. This is not recommended 
as joining the partnership at a later stage would require a 75% 
supporting vote of existing partners and this could not be 
guaranteed.   

Conflict of Interest ▀ (See below)  

Date the decision is due to take effect: 9 December 2015 

  

 

COUNCILLOR AW JOHNSON  …..…….…........……………………………..  Date: 3 December 2015  
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 

 

▪ a record of any conflict of interest declared by any executive member who is consulted by the member 
which relates to the decision; 

 

And  

▪ in respect of any declared conflict of interest, a note of dispensation granted by the relevant local 
authority’s head of paid service. 

 


